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Water UK Standards Board Strategy: Trace Organics 
 
 
1. Purpose of this document 
 
This document has been developed by the Water Industry Standards Board (WSB) to ensure that the 
appropriate international (ISO), European (CEN), British (BS) and if necessary, Water Industry 
Standards (WIS) or Industry Guidance Notes (IGN) are in place to support the UK water industry to 
understand and appropriately react to known and emerging trace organics that may pose a risk 
within potable water or within discharges to the environment from waste treatment facilities. 
 
 
2. Key Standards 
 
There are several BSI Mirror Committees, ISO and CEN Technical Committees (TC) and TC Working 
Groups (WG) whose scope and activities influence standards within this topic. There are no WIS or 
IGNs relevant in this area. 
The key committees supported by the WSB are: - 
 

ISO/TC and CEN/TC UK Mirror Committee 

CEN/TC 164 Water Supply B/504 Water Supply 

CEN/TC 164/WG3 Effects of 
materials in contact with drinking 
water (AHG 1, 2 and 6) 

EH/6 Effects of materials on water quality 

CEN/TC 164/WG9 Drinking water 
treatment 

B/504/10 Chemicals and filtering media for water treatment 
(was CII/59 Chemicals and filtering media for water 
treatment – disbanded Feb 2024)  

ISO/TC 147 Water quality 
and 
CEN/TC 230 Water analysis  

EH/3 

CEN/TC 165 Waste water 
engineering 

B/505 Wastewater Engineering 

CEN/TC 165/WG 1 General 
requirements for pipes 

B/505/1 General Requirements for Pipes and Fittings 

 
 
3. Key Areas of Activity for the Standards Board 
 
In order to support the Water Industry, the WSB will undertake the following activities: - 
 

Action Detail Owner Completion 
Date 

Review 
Emerging 
chemicals 

Communicate with the Drinking Water Inspectorate and 
Environment Agency to: - 

• Understand emerging trends for emerging trace 
organic chemicals 

• Understand knowledge gaps 

• Assess the need for new standards work or whether 
action via the Standing Committee of Analysts is 
appropriate  

Martin 
Padley 

Jan 2025 



Water UK Standards Board  16/10/24 
V1 

• Confirm all covered by standards supported by the 
Standards Board 

• Identify gaps and escalate if necessary  

Assess the 
standards 
needs for 
PFOS style 
chemicals 
  

Communicate with the Drinking Water Inspectorate and 
Water UK Clean Water Committee to: - 

• Understand emerging trends for PFAS, PFOA and 
related chemicals 

• Understand knowledge gaps 

• Assess the need for new standards work or 
whether action via the Standing Committee of 
Analysts is appropriate  

• Confirm all covered by standards supported by the 
Standards Board 

• Identify gaps and escalate if necessary  

Martin 
Padley 

Jan 2024 

Horizon scan Identify any Standards gaps for new trace chemicals Martin 
Padley 

March 
2025 

Support  Continue to treat support the above standards as a priority Martin 
Padley 

Ongoing 

 
 
4. Outcomes and Further Action  
 
To be completed as the above actions are completed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


